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If you would like to be added to the email list, contact Ruth Curfman at ruth@nwprestiy.

FROM THE
@}PAST()R A Labor Not in Vain

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovabl&yalwxcelling in the work of the Lord, because kroaw
that in the Lord your labois not in vain— 1 Corinthians 15:58

As you read this article | am entering my second full month among you@s Yastor/Head of Staff. | want to
take this opportunity to thank you as a congregafar the myriad ways you have worked to welcome awkins
family into your midst. Between the bowties and tgiving wreath,” the invitations to dinner anagttbncouraging notes,
you have welcomed us with open arms. We thank fbzbbeth and | look forward to many seasons afisiy and
friendship with you.

To that end, | write to you this month to sharmeaotes on my pastoral ministry, some of the pagtestrive to
maintain in order that my work among you will, a&auPprescribes, “not be in vain.” Of course, wimakes any ministry
fruitful—yours or mine—is not finally our gritty s¥ing, but the Lord’s generous blessing. Stille ewe called to a
diligent and purposeful labor in our lives, to lme€adfast and immovable” in all our work for therd.o What follows,
then, is a brief explanation of how | try to ordey time, as well as some important contact inforomator you to know.

My week begins bright and early on Tuesday mornuithy several hours of administrative planning anstaff
meeting. | try to use the first few hours of evetirier morning, Wednesday to Friday, for prayeadneg, and study.
Faithful preaching requires much preparation, strive to be diligent in setting aside adequatestior scripture and
study. By 10:00 am, | transition to office work—Hsae-mails, and correspondence. Tuesday afteace for worship
preparation and further study, while Wednesday,r3day, Friday, and Sunday afternoons | set asidédepital and
home visitation. Based on your committee pattElirset aside Wednesday evenings for meetings, @hdr weeknight
evenings for visitation as needed. In order tofresn these labors and to spend some uninterruptedwith my family,
| take Mondays off for Sabbath rest. Over the yekwe developed this weekly pattern as a wayringosome purpose
and direction to my preaching and pastoral work.

How should you contact me? Generally speakingthe church first 124-946-3541, ext J)2especially during
the day. If you leave me a message at the chuveill,always strive to return it that day if urgeor the next day if not.
During evenings and on the weekends, you can reselat724-456-2569 my cell phone. Again, if you leave me a
message there, | will return your call as necessansually do not return calls on Mondays, exadptourse in the case
of an emergency.

As for e-mail, you can reach me ralph@nwpresby.orgE-mail is a wonderful tool for notes, remindeaisd
logistical information. | encourage you to usdiberally with me for those purposes. E-mail igp@or substitute,
however, for conversations that deserve a phorecé#hce-to-face time. Let's strive to honor gaftationships and sit
down in person when a matter—personal or churdtedi—merits such attention.

Most of you are aware that we are renting ondef‘Gateway houses” from Westminster College fdeast the
summer and fall. As such, our home mailing addfessnow, should you need it, 859 Gateway Road, New
Wilmington, PA 16142. Additionally, should you desire to contact heredily, Elizabeth’s cell phone number and e-
mail address are 724-456-5833 atldawkins@hotmail.com

Beyond home and hospital visitation—visits ingiétby your pastor—if ever you would be aided byypraand
conversatiorwith me, | invite you to contact me by phone or ainn order that we may set up a time to meet. Of
course I'll not turn away anyone who drops by tfffiicce during the week, but scheduling a time wilisare | can give
you my full attention. | welcome any and all oppmities to bring the ministry of word and sacratnenbear in your
personal lives and stories.

Many of you have asked m@/hat shall we call you?Adults, feel free to call me “Ralph” in informag¢tsings
and “Rev. Hawkins” in formal ones. | usually induece myself to children as “Rev. Hawkins.” In thesverly informal
times, a little of the right kind of formality isoha bad thing.

Finally, one of my favorite activities within thgastoral life is writing, especially in responsestoipture. | strive
to write in a way that is accessible and helpfuthii faith journey of the congregation | am servir@ver the years I've
developed an online “blog” of many of those writingnd | invite you to partake of it to the extgatl find it helpful. Of
course, this being my second month here, theretisnnch yet posted related to our church. But wemgn | hope to be
back into a rhythm of regular writing and postisg, check back soon. My blog lidogspot.nextdoorpercy.conAlso,
check out Rev. Hickman’s new blogatmbytheology.blogspot.com

I hope this information will help you connect withe in ways that are a blessing, both to yourdiid for the life
of this church. I'm delighted to be off and rungiamong you, and may all our labors never be “in.ValLet us instead
be steadfast, immovable, excelling in this commamistry in, through, and for Jesus Christ.

Kotk W Haaktos
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Lend A Hand, (LAH) a mission of the Presbytery
of Carlisle, Camp Hill, PA, will be going tp
Mediapolis, lowa, July 12-20, 2008, to assist| in
flood recovery efforts. Work will be done at the
nearby town of Oakville (population 400). Our | Presbyterian Disaster Assistance -

group will be joined by people from Mediapolis | Donations for mid-west flooding and tornado relig
who want to help their neighbors muck out and | may be made payable to the church and marked
rebuild. No tree trimming or roofing needed. “Disaster response - 2008 U.S. Storms”

Cost is $250 to cover the bus, motels, and food for
the week. For more information please contact us
directly at www.lendahandmissions.conor call
717-731-8888 or 877-211-0700.
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We wish to thank the New Wilmington Presbyterianr€in for their generosity in lending us two wheaelick: one
to push, and the Jazzy power drive. They weresatdrelp to us during the time of Don's inabiliywtalk, and we
are truly grateful. Some time ago Ruth Curfmamgylghandedly brought the push model, and later DeCxéight
kindly brought Don the motorized one. Recentlyweee able to return the push chair, and this mognBruce
Curfman came and transported the Jazzy chair badke church. God bless you all for your prayefrsancern
and helpful service. We greatly appreciate ourrdaands at NWPC.

Don and Fran Pratt (June 27, 2008)

The Malawi Mission Fund
530 Kathryn St. New Wilmington, PA 16142

In 1979 my wife Lois, daughter Elaine (then 14)d &nwent as Volunteers In Mission to Malawi to teac
Zomba Theological College, the seminary of the Chwf Central Africa Presbyterian. Nine yearsrateturned
alone to teach at ZTC and serve as Associate Rastioe 5,000 member CCAP church in the city of Bancapital
of Malawi under British rule, which ended in 1964.was allowed to return to my family for the sunmasd
Christmas vacations, and served in Malawi in theryd988-92.

Malawi is a beautiful Pennsylvania-sized countny southeast Africa with a population of more than
11,000,000. It is one of the poorest countrietheworld. Nearly 90 percent of the people liveemote villages
without electricity or modern plumbing. Thanks@avid Livingstone and Scottish missionaries, totlagre are
more Presbyterians in Malawi then in the USA!

While serving in Malawi | received many appeals fooney from pastors, congregations, and students.
There are no school buses, and most young people h@ access to secondary boarding schools, whieh a
unaffordable to most families. Friends have pitcie to help and now over $30,000 per year is dmhad pay
school fees, and to respond to other needs.

Most gratefully to all who are led to join in tmsinistry of compassion, Jagpkins
Administrator



When you are admitted to the hospital, pleaseatithissions that you are a member of NWPC, so ostopacan receive;
confirmation that you are in the hospital when ticajl.

The following members and friends of NWPC have beaspitalized since the last edition of the
Please send them a card and keep them in yourrpraye
Mickey Bailey Owen Bauer Harry Craft Lloyd McCracken Cathy Smith
Those in need of our continuing prayer support:

Dave Boyd Gabby Carlo Mabel Kocher Bob & Bett Fassbach
Jane Kaminske Don Pratt Ken Seamans Ida Taylor Don Willson
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“To the thirsty | will give water, as a gift frorhé Spring of Life”
Rev. 21:6
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News From The Mission Field

JoUtHWOrKS!
The SHYG Mission Trip will be Sunday June 29th to Saturday July 5th. Approximately 50 youth and
adults from our church and community will be traveling to Queens, New York to work with a Christian
organization named Youth Works. Our theme will be “Move” and our theme Bible verse will be Acts
17:28, “For in Him we live and move and have our being”. With Youth Works we will be participating
in programs such as homeless shelters, soup kitchens, and elderly and child care centers. You can
follow our journey online at www.shygatqueens.blogspot.com

Western PA Table Project

Approximately 100 tables will be on their way to Werleans the first week of July! On

Saturday, June 39 workers at the Riethmiller Lumber Company packes tables onto pallets

weighing 1500 pounds each. On Jufydr 2" they will head to Louisiana, thanks to P | & |
Motor Express, who has donated the shipping. Jioodé says “By the Grace of God, we met our goal of
sending 100 dinning tables to Katrina victims!” eThext project is to complete 200 benches by tkeoéduly
that will provide the seating around the tablese, Hlong with his wife Sherry, plan to travel touisiana
directly after Rev. Hawkins’ installation servica duly 13" to meet with the organizations that will distribut
them. Jim is in the process of trying to come ugh\a figure to represent the man hours donatedvey 70
people working in 17 different shops!

Donations are still being accepted to cover th&t od wood and other supplies. Checks can be made

payable to the church and marked “Western PA TRbdgect.” Please send a note of thanks to:

Riethmiller Lumber P I & | Motor Express
171 Riethmiller Rd. 6880 Parkway Dr.
New Wilmington, PA 16142 Brookfield, OH 44403
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Summer 2008Vhat'sUP?

www.nwpresby.org

New Wilmington Presbyterian Church
229 South Market St.

New Wilmington PA 16142



